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Thief Taker General Jonathan Wild And The
Emergence Of Crime And Corruption As A Way Of
Life In Eighteenth Century England
Murder at Mansfield Park is a witty and clever reimagining of Jane Austen's much-
loved novel Mansfield Park. But in this Mansfield Park, things have changed ...
Formerly Austen's meekest heroine, Fanny Price has become not only an heiress
to an extensive fortune but also a heartless, scheming minx. Hiding her true
character behind a demure facade, Fanny is indeed betrothed to Edmund, now
Mrs Norris's stepson; but do the couple really love each other? Henry and Mary
Crawford arrive in the country ready to wreak havoc with their fast city ways, but
this time Henry Crawford is troubled by a suspicious past while his sister, Mary,
steps forward in the best Austen style to become an unexpected heroine.
Meanwhile, tragedy strikes the safe and solid grand house as it becomes the
scene of violence. Every member of the family falls under suspicion and the race
begins to halt a ruthless murderer. Funny and sharp, Murder at Mansfield Park is
simply a delight to read.
The story of Jonathan Wild and Jack Sheppard and the criminal underworld of
early eighteenth-century London which they inhabited. Illustrated with period
engravings by Hogarth and others.
This book surveys the lives and experiences of hundreds of thousands of
eighteenth-century non-elite Londoners in the evolution of the modern world.
THIS IS THE STORY OF THE GREATEST CRIMINAL MASTERMIND THAT
ENGLAND HAS EVER PRODUCED JONATHAN WILD A REAL 17OO'S
GANGSTER
After the Glorious Revolution, a not so glorious age of lawlessness befell
England. Crime ran rampant, and highwaymen, thieves, and prostitutes ruled the
land. Execution by hanging often punished the smallest infractions, and rip-
roaring stories of fearless criminals proliferated, giving birth to a new medium: the
newspaper. In 1724, housebreaker Jack Sheppard—a “pocket Hercules,” his
small frame packed with muscle—finally met the hangman. Street singers sang
ballads about the Cockney burglar because no prison could hold him. Each more
astonishing than the last, his final jailbreak took him through six successive
locked rooms, after which he shimmied down two blankets from the prison roof to
the street below. Just before Sheppard swung, he gave an account of his life to a
writer in the crowd. Daniel Defoe stood in the shadow of the day’s literati—Swift,
Pope, Gay—and had done hard time himself for sedition and bankruptcy. He saw
how prison corrupted the poor. They came out thieves, but he came out a
journalist. Six months later, the author of Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders
covered another death at the hanging tree. Jonathan Wild looked every bit the
brute—body covered in scars from dagger, sword, and gun, bald head patched
with silver plates from a fractured skull—and he had all but invented the double-
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cross. He cultivated young thieves, profited from their work, then turned them in
for his reward—and their execution. But one man refused to play his game.
Sheppard didn’t take orders from this self-proclaimed “thief-taker general,” nor
would he hawk his loot through Wild’s fences. The two-faced bounty hunter took
it personally and helped bring the young burglar’s life to an end. But when
Wild’s charade came to light, he quickly became the most despised man in the
land. When he was hanged for his own crimes, the mob wasn’t rooting for Wild
as it had for Sheppard. Instead, they hurled stones, rotten food, and even dead
animals at him. Defoe once again got the scoop, and tabloid journalism as we
know it had begun.
Lady A is the most notorious blackmailer in the city. With just a mask and a gown
to disguise her, she sweeps into lavish balls and exclusive events collecting the
most valuable currency in 1725 London-secrets. But leading a double life isn't
easy. By day Lady A is just a seventeen-year-old girl named Arista who lives in
fear of her abusive master,Bones, and passes herself off as a boy to move safely
through the squalor of London's slums. When Bones attempts to dispose of his
pawn forever, Arista is rescued by the last person she expects: Jonathan Wild,
an infamous thief who moves seamlessly between the city's criminal underworld
and its most elite circles. Arista partners with Wild on her own terms in order to
save enough money to buy passage out of London. Everything changes when
she meets Grae Sinclair, the son of a wealthy merchant. Grae has traveled the
world, seen the exotic lands Arista has longed to escape to her whole life, and he
loves Arista for who she is-not for what she can do for him. Being with Grae gives
something Arista something precious that she swore off long ago: hope. He has
promised to help Arista escape the life of crime that has claimed her since she
was a child. But can you ever truly escape the past?
Benjamin Weaver, the quick-witted pugilist turned private investigator, returns in David Liss’s
sequel to the Edgar Award–winning novel, A Conspiracy of Paper. “[A] wonderful book . . .
every bit as good as [Liss’s] remarkable debut . . . easily one of the year’s best.”—The Boston
Globe Moments after his conviction for a murder he did not commit, at a trial presided over by
a judge determined to find him guilty, Benjamin Weaver is accosted by a stranger who
cunningly slips a lockpick and a file into his hands. In an instant he understands two things:
Someone wants him to hang—and another equally mysterious agent is determined to see him
free. After a daring escape from eighteenth-century London’s most notorious prison, Weaver
must face another challenge: to prove himself innocent when the corrupt courts have shown
they care nothing for justice. Unable to show his face in public, Weaver pursues his inquiry
disguised as a wealthy merchant seeking to involve himself in the contentious world of politics.
Desperately navigating a labyrinth of schemers, crime lords, assassins, and spies, Weaver
learns that in an election year, little is what it seems and the truth comes at a staggeringly high
cost. Praise for A Spectacle of Corruption “[A] rousing sequel of historical, intellectual
suspense. ”—San Antonio Express-News “Liss is a superb writer who evokes the squalor of
London with Hogarthian gusto.”—People “In Benjamin Weaver, Mr. Liss has created a
multifaceted character and a wonderful narrator.”—The New York Sun
Gerald Howson argues that the victory of fascism in Spain in 1936 was caused by the non-
fascist European nations.
The year 1721 has many splendours: great houses built by William Kent, fine pictures and the
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fruits of commerce. But there are also thirteen public hanging days a year, drunkenness is
endemic, organised crime rampages through the streets. And politics are ferocious. Only a
generation earlier, The Pretender failed to take the Crown; the new King is cursed as a
damned foreigner; James's followers - the Jacobites - conspire and are persecuted; the South
Sea Bubble collapses.Robert Walpole, once imprisoned for financial chicanery, assumes
political control and becomes 'Prime Minister'. He personally detects a Jacobite plot, is
dismissed in 1727 on the death of George I, recruits the new King's clever wife, Caroline, and
bounces cheerfully back. Coarse, corrupt and cynical, Walpole dominates King, Parliament
and Government until 1742. This is Mr Worldywiseman, keeping England out of war for twenty
years and setting up a stable and growing economy. All politics of a kind we can recognise
today begin with Robert Walpole. And here, in Edward Pearce's elegant book, he is brought
vividly back to life.
BONUS: This edition contains a The Devil's Company discussion guide. From the acclaimed
and bestselling author of The Whiskey Rebels and A Conspiracy of Papercomes a stunning
new thriller set in the splendor and squalor of eighteenth-century London. The year is 1722.
Ruffian for hire and master of disguise Benjamin Weaver finds himself pitted against a
mysterious mastermind who holds the lives of Weaver’s friends in the balance. To protect the
people he loves, Weaver must stage a daring robbery from the headquarters of the ruthless
British East India Company, but this theft is only the opening move in a dangerous game of
secret plots, corporate rivals, and foreign spies. With the security of the nation—and the lives of
those he loves—in the balance, Weaver must navigate a labyrinth of political greed and
corporate treachery. Explosive action and utterly vivid period detail are the hallmarks of an
author who continues to set the bar ever higher for historical suspense.
Thief-Taker GeneralJonathan Wild and the Emergence of Crime and Corruption As a Way of
Life in Eighteenth-Century EnglandTransaction Publishers
A New York Times Editors’ Choice: “A mind-bending romp through a gender-fluid, eighteenth
century London . . . a joyous mash-up of literary genres shot through with queer theory and
awash in sex, crime, and revolution.” NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New Yorker • HuffPost • Kirkus Reviews • Finalist for the Lambda Literary Award •
Shortlisted for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize • “A dazzling tale of queer romance and
resistance.”—Time Jack Sheppard and Edgeworth Bess were the most notorious thieves,
jailbreakers, and lovers of eighteenth-century London. Yet no one knows the true story; their
confessions have never been found. Until now. Reeling from heartbreak, a scholar named Dr.
Voth discovers a long-lost manuscript—a gender-defying exposé of Jack and Bess’s
adventures. Is Confessions of the Fox an authentic autobiography or a hoax? As Dr. Voth is
drawn deeper into Jack and Bess’s tale of underworld resistance and gender transformation, it
becomes clear that their fates are intertwined—and only a miracle will save them all. Writing
with the narrative mastery of Sarah Waters and the playful imagination of Nabokov, Jordy
Rosenberg is an audacious storyteller of extraordinary talent. Praise for Confessions of the Fox
“A cunning metafiction of vulpine versatility . . . an action-adventure tale with postmodern
flourishes; an academic comedy spliced with period erotica; an intimate meditation on
belonging.”—Katy Waldman, The New Yorker “Confessions of the Fox is so goddamned good.
Reading it was like an out-of-body experience. I want to run through the streets screaming
about it. It should be in the personal canon of every queer and non-cis person. Read
it.”—Carmen Maria Machado, National Book Award finalist for Her Body and Other Parties “A
hat tip to Moby-Dick . . . a running footnote hall of mirrors to rival Borges . . . one of the most
trenchant calls for progressive action that I have read in a very long time.”—The New York
Times Book Review “An ambitious work of metafiction, a sexy queer love story . . . a bold first
novel.”—Entertainment Weekly
An outsider in eighteenth-century London, Jewish pugilist and hired thug Benjamin Weaver
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prowls the city's mean streets in the service of England's gentry tracking down debtors and
thieves, until the "accidental" death of his wealthy estranged father draws him into a dark
conspiracy controlled by powerful men in the world of British finance. Reader's Guide included.
Reprint. 45,000 first printing.
This antiquarian volume contains a detailed and comprehensive biography of 'Jonathan Wild
the Great' - written by Henry Fielding. Jonathan Wild (1682 - 1725) was a notorious and
influential figure in the early-eighteenth century London underworld, renowned for operating on
both sides of the law and posing as a fighter named ‘Thief Taker General’. This fascinating,
witty, and insightful biography will appeal to those with an interest in eighteenth century
London, or in the seminal writings of Henry fielding. It would make for a great addition to any
literary collection. Henry Fielding (1707 - 1754) was an esteemed English novelist famous for
his unique humour and satirical finesse. We are republishing this vintage text now in an
affordable, modern edition - complete with a specially commissioned new biography of the
author.
Jonathan Wild was the Thief-Taker General who helped to recapture a number of criminals
only to be tried and executed himself for racketeering. Daniel Defoe was the first to re-tell
these true crime tales, based on personal interviews in Newgate.
Are you the kind of person who watches crime drama and real-life crime documentaries on
television? Are you fascinated by the twists and turns of justice and the law? But how much do
you really know about key issues in crime, crime control, policing and punishment in the UK?
This exciting, dynamic and accessible book, written by leading experts, presents 50 key facts
related to crime and criminal justice policy in Britain. Did you know that, contrary to public
belief, in the UK a life sentence does actually last for life? And that capital punishment in the
UK was abolished for murder in 1965 but the Death Penalty was a legally defined punishment
as late as 1998? Offering thought-provoking insights into the study of crime, this fascinating
“go to” book is packed with facts and figures revealing the myths and realities of crime in
contemporary Britain.
The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and
expanding record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its
determination to preserve the century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own:
digitization of epic proportions to preserve these invaluable works in the largest archive of its
kind. Now for the first time these high-quality digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts
are available in print, making them highly accessible to libraries, undergraduate students, and
independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of eighteenth-century works by
Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis Diderot, Johann
Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the
modern novel, or compare the development of language using dictionaries and grammar
discourses. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the
bibliographic record of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure
edition identification: ++++ Harvard University Houghton Library N010381 Variant: in the author
statement, "Fielding" is misspelled "Feilding." London: printed for A. Millar, 1754. [4], vi,
[2],263, [1]p.; 12°
Jack Sheppard, glamorous rebel, daring escapee and idol of the London mob, was one of the
most legendary criminals of eighteenth-century England. When he finally met his end and was
hanged in 1724, weeping girls and thronging crowds lined the road to the gallows at Tyburn. In
uncovering Jack Sheppard's enthralling story, lively and prolific historian Christopher Hibbert
has drawn on contemporary newspapers, pamphlets and trial reports. He reveals a wild,
dissolute, extravagant character, who, although he drank to excess, frequented the beds of
prostitutes and was the 'greatest prison breaker in the annals of this country', also proved to be
a man of great intelligence and wit. Yet this is more than the story of one individual. It also
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takes us on a fascinating tour through the murky underworld of eighteenth-century London.
Master Foundryman Peter Garye is seeking revenge upon the villains who brutally murdered
his father on their farm in Staffordshire, England. But his journey of vengeance takes an
unexpected turn when he foils a highwayman's attempted robbery and ends up learning the
lucrative practice of thief-taking - capturing and turning in criminals for reward money. As Peter
continues the search for his father's killers, he and his partner, George Ludlow, realize their not-
so-legitimate business venture is as dangerous as it is profitable. As they attempt to foil the
criminal plans of notorious Thief-Taker General Jonathan Wild, Peter and George suddenly
find themselves targets in an elaborate scheme crafted by the very mastermind behind Peter's
father's death. Based on actual events in 18th century London, The Thief-Takers is an
intriguing latticework of greed, deception and cold-blooded justice. Dr. Sheldon S. Steinberg
has written numerous health-related publications and was lead author on Government, Ethics,
and Managers, A Guide to Solving Ethical Dilemmas in the Public Sector. He taught personal
and community health at Brooklyn and Queens Colleges in New York City and Southern Illinois
University. Dr. Steinberg also directed public and professional education programs for various
companies and contracts with federal agencies. He and his wife, Stella, have been married for
61 years and have four children and five grandchildren. They live in Silver Spring, Maryland.
http: //www.strategicpublishinggroup.com/title/TheThief-Takers.htm
Best Crime Novel of the Year--Joy Ride through the Tattoo Underworld of Portland's Old Town.
The night world of Old Town, Portland, Oregon, has gone mad in the grip of gentrification, and
at the center of it all is Lucky Supreme, a seedy tattoo parlor, whose proprietor is a street-bred
artist with a unique approach to problem solving. Darby Holland has enough on his radar, but
when some flash (tattoo artwork) stolen from him resurfaces in California he can't help himself.
His efforts to reclaim it set him on a dangerous path, dragging along his delightfully eccentric
colleagues, including the brains behind his brawn, Delia, a twiggy vinyl-clad punk genius
secretly from the other side of the tracks. No one knows why the art signed "Roland Norton,
Panama, 1955" is worth anything or how it came to hang on the walls of a tattoo shop in
Portland, Oregon. Only the deranged former owner can say--and he's not talking. Before the
wrecking balls swing through Old Town in the name of "progress," Darby must settle old scores
and face new demons to save his reputation, his shop, and his sanity. He has secrets of his
own, and a tattoo shop in Old Town was a perfect place to hide, but when cash, lies, crime,
and history collide, Darby Holland will need his ramshackle skill set, his wits, and a lot of luck
to rise to the top of a human food chain, or be eaten alive. Lucky Supreme is an intuitive thrill
ride from start to finish in the spirit of Elmore Leonard and Dennis Lehane. It is the first of a
trilogy featuring Darby Holland, Delia, and the other unforgettable nocturnal residents of Old
Town. Jeff Johnson is a hugely entertaining new voice in noir.
A historical romance and a Newgate novel based on the real life of the 18th-century criminal
Jack Sheppard.
Georgian Court London is revealed here in all its elegance and squalid filth through the filter of
its criminal underground, a world ruled by Jonathan Wild and Jack Sheppard. Reprint.
Jonathan Wild knows power like no one else in London. He arrived as a wide-eyed young man
in 1703, dazzled by a metropolis brimming with trade, immigration and crime. With a
combination of greed, arrogance and ambition, Wild stopped at nothing to secure his place in
this great and monstrous London and within a few years, he became the city's Thief-Taker
General, one of the most feared and wealthy officials in town, charged with the capture and
arrest of felons for reward. But his power is matched only by the number of enemies he's made
along the way, and his star is burning rather too brightly for the likings of some. Daniel Defoe is
in trouble. Following a series of failed business ventures, the renowned pamphleteer, fiction
writer and political operative is dead broke. With his creditors at his heels, and facing debtors'
prison, Defoe is too crippled with anxiety to write. That is, until he visits Newgate Prison with
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the intention of chronicling the stories of its inmates, and meets a young man with a deep
hatred for Jonathan Wild and a story to tell. WILD is a delightfully outrageous period drama
that charts the rise and fall and rise again of two men whose lives become intertwined in the
most surprising of ways.
The Cambridge Companion to Crime Fiction covers British and American crime fiction from the
eighteenth century to the end of the twentieth. As well as discussing the detective fiction of
writers like Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie and Raymond Chandler, it considers other
kinds of fiction where crime plays a substantial part, such as the thriller and spy fiction. It also
includes chapters on the treatment of crime in eighteenth-century literature, French and
Victorian fiction, women and black detectives, crime on film and TV, police fiction and
postmodernist uses of the detective form. The collection, by an international team of
established specialists, offers students invaluable reference material including a chronology
and guides to further reading. The volume aims to ensure that its readers will be grounded in
the history of crime fiction and its critical reception.
The real-life Jonathan Wild, gangland godfather and self-styled "Thief-taker General,"
controlled much of the London underworld until he was executed for his crimes in 1725.
Even during his lifetime his achievements attracted attention; after his death balladeers
sang of his exploits, and satirists made connections between his success and the
triumph of corruption in high places.
Newgate Gaol, 1726. An anonymous writer sets down the words of Edgworth Bess as
she confides the adventures and misfortunes that led her all too soon to the judgement
of London: Cruelly deceived, Bess is cast out onto the streets of the wicked city - and
by nightfall her ruin is already certain. What matters now is her survival of it. In that
dangerous underworld known in thieves' cant as Romeville, she will learn new tricks
and trades. And all begins with her fateful meeting, that very first night, with the corrupt
thief-taker general Jonathan Wild. But it is the infamous gaol-breaker, Jack Sheppard,
who will lay Romeville at her feet . . . Drawing on the true story that mesmerised
eighteenth-century society, the acclaimed author of The Long Firm delivers a tour de
force: a riveting, artful tale of crime and rough justice, love and betrayal. Rich in the
street slang of the era, it vividly conjures up a murky world of illicit dens and molly-
houses; a world where life was lived on the edge, in the shadow of that fatal tree - the
gallows. Includes a glossary.
The historical literature of political deviance is sparse. This unusual work, chronicling
the history of Jonathan Wild, represents an effort to come to terms with one of the more
amazing characters of English social history. Wild was both part of the policy system in
eighteenth-century England, and also one of the most adroit criminals of the age. In the
1720s, London suffered the worst crime waves in its history. Civic corruption took place
on a staggering scale. The government's answer was to pay a bounty for the capture of
robbers, thus creating a class of professional informers. Wild was applauded as the
most efficient thief hunter and gang breaker in British society; but his own posse of thief
catchers was basically a front behind which he was able to control the underground
world, through a complex system of blackmail, perjury, and terror which the book
details. All who opposed him were betrayed to the law, and in the struggle for power
Wild sacrificed several hundred of his own people to the hangman. No one since his
time, with the exception of Lavrenti Beria of the late Stalin era GPU so nearly
succeeded in bringing the underworld under the control of one system of power. At one
level, this is a biography of the world's first supercriminal. At another, it is a sociology of
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criminal behavior and its political consequences. Howson sheds fresh light, not only on
a figure who has become famous in literature, but more important, on the entire
structure of gang life. The book is written as a terrifying and fascinating study of a
historical epoch; it also offers a completely fresh picture of the birth of modern
organized-crime families as part of modern organized political systems.
The historical literature of political deviance is sparse. This unusual work, chronicling
the history of Jonathan Wild, represents an effort to come to terms with one of the more
amazing characters of English social history. Wild was both part of the policy system in
eighteenth-century England, and also one of the most adroit criminals of the age. In the
1720s, London suffered the worst crime waves in its history. Civic corruption took place
on a staggering scale. The government's answer was to pay a bounty for the capture of
robbers, thus creating a class of professional informers. Wild was applauded as the
most efficient thief hunter and gang breaker in British society; but his own posse of thief
catchers was basically a front behind which he was able to control the underground
world, through a complex system of blackmail, perjury, and terror which the book
details. All who opposed him were betrayed to the law, and in the struggle for power
Wild sacrificed several hundred of his own people to the hangman. No one since his
time, with the exception of Lavrenti Beria of the late Stalin era GPU so nearly
succeeded in bringing the underworld under the control of one system of power. At one
level, this is a biography of the world's first supercriminal. At another, it is a sociology of
criminal behavior and its political consequences. Howson sheds fresh light, not only on
a figure who has become famous in literature, but more important, on the entire
structure of gang life. The book is written "as a "terrifying and fascinating study of a
historical epoch; it also offers a completely fresh picture of the birth of modern
organized-crime families as part of modern organized political systems.
'I beg as soon as you get Fielding's Joseph Andrews, I fear in Ridicule of your Pamela
and of Virtue in the Notion of Don Quixote's Manner, you would send it to me by the
very first Coach.' (George Cheyne in a letter to Samuel Richardson, February 1742)
Both Joseph Andrews (1742) and Shamela (1741) were prompted by the success of
Richardson's Pamela (1740), of which Shamela is a splendidly bawdy parody. But in
Shamela Fielding also demonstrates his concern for the corruption of contemporary
society, politics, religion, morality, and taste. The same themes - together with a
presentation of love as charity, as friendship, and in its sexual taste - are present in
Joseph Andrews, Fielding's first novel. It is a work of considerable literary sophistication
and satirical verve, but its appeal lies also in its spirit of comic affirmation, epitomized in
the celebrated character of Parson Adams. This revised and expanded edition follows
the text of Joseph Andrews established by Martin C. Battestin for the definitive
Wesleyan Edition of Fielding's works. The text of Shamela is based on the first edition,
and two substantial appendices reprint the preliminary matter from Conyers Middleton's
Life of Cicero and the second edition of Richardson's Pamela (both closely parodied in
Shamela). A new introduction by Thomas Keymer situates Fielding's works in their
critical and historical contexts. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford
World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the
globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing
the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date
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bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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