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The Ambitious Village Boy
"It was the kind of morning that made him wonder if God hated the Irish…" Dublin has been on
a knife-edge since the failed rebellion in July, and Jimmy O’Flaherty suspects a newcomer to
The Liberties – Kitty Doyle – is mixed up in it. She accuses him of spying for the English, and
he thinks she’s a reckless troublemaker. All Jimmy wants is to earn enough coin to buy
passage to America. But when the English turn his trading patch into a gallows, Jimmy finds
himself drawn into the very conflict he’s spent his whole life avoiding. Praise for Liberty Boy:
“Liberty Boy is a riveting tale of an overlooked rebellion, told from the perspective of the
streets, with gifted dialogue that is more heard than read and unexpected twists that leave you
breathless from first page to last.” - Cindy Vallar, Historical Novel Society Review. Keywords:
Ireland | Irish | historical fiction | literary fiction | Robert Emmett | United Irishmen | Dublin |
adventure fiction | historical novel
A funny, disturbing, and deeply affecting novel of power, corruption, and innocence in colonial
Africa, by the author of Terms & Conditions. As the African nation of Bwalo prepares for The
Big Day--the only day in the year the ailing King talks to his subjects--we meet five very
different people: Charlie, a curious boy with a dangerous dictaphone habit, eavesdrops on the
eccentric guests of the Mirage Hotel. Sean, an Irishman who's given his heart (and the best
part of his liver) to Bwalo, struggles to write the great African novel--if only his crazed fiancée
and fierce thirst would stop distracting him. Josef, the mythmaker and kingmaker who paved
the way for Tafumo's rise to power, starts to hear the ominous rattle of skeletons in his closet.
Hope, the nurse caring for the King, keeps the old man alive, maintaining the façade of the
powerful ruler as she mourns her own broken dreams. And in the countdown to the Big Day,
storm clouds gather as a petty criminal, Jack, smuggles something into Bwalo--specifically to
the Mirage Hotel--that will change the lives of all of them forever.
Why does Skippy, a fourteen-year-old boy at Dublin's venerable Seabrook College, end up
dead on the floor of the local doughnut shop? Could it have something to do with his friend
Ruprecht Van Doren, an overweight genius who is determined to open a portal into a parallel
universe using ten-dimensional string theory? Could it involve Carl, the teenage drug dealer
and borderline psychotic who is Skippy's rival in love? Or could "the Automator"—the ruthless,
smooth-talking headmaster intent on modernizing the school—have something to hide? Why
Skippy dies and what happens next is the subject of this dazzling and uproarious novel,
unraveling a mystery that links the boys of Seabrook College to their parents and teachers in
ways nobody could have imagined. With a cast of characters that ranges from hip-hop-loving
fourteen-year-old Eoin "MC Sexecutioner" Flynn to basketballplaying midget Philip Kilfether,
packed with questions and answers on everything from Ritalin, to M-theory, to bungee
jumping, to the hidden meaning of the poetry of Robert Frost, Skippy Dies is a heartfelt,
hilarious portrait of the pain, joy, and occasional beauty of adolescence, and a tragic depiction
of a world always happy to sacrifice its weakest members. As the twenty-first century enters its
teenage years, this is a breathtaking novel from a young writer who will come to define his
generation.
Mark Twain relates the boyhood experiences on the Mississippi that led to his ambition to be a
river-boat pilot.
Thrilling, funny, irresistible and full of suspense, Village Boy is not just a real-life saga of a
poverty-stricken boy who overcame incredible obstacles and prevailed against all odds. It is
the inimitable and absorbing adventure into the village life in southern Nigeria, especially
AkwaCross States. For adults, it is a nostalgia to relish. For the younger generation, this is not
just a breezy window to the 60s and 7Os, but the veritable binoculars to trace the footsteps of
their parents and grandparents, in the proverbial good old days. And for teachers and students
in secondary and tertiary institutions, this is a study in creative writing. Unputdownable.
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A Times, Sunday Times, Observer, Daily Mail and Financial Times Best Book of 2020 Pick 'A
highly enjoyable story about female resilience and finding fulfilment on your own terms' Sunday
Times 'An irresistible summer read' Guardian Book of the Day 'A typically sharp and hugely
satisfying page-turner' Daily Mail She's such a skilful storyteller' Bernardine Evaristo When
Hannah is invited into the First-Class carriage of the London to Penzance train by Jinni, she
walks into a spider's web. Now a poor young single mother, Hannah once escaped Cornwall to
go to university. But once she married Jake and had his child, her dreams were crushed into
bitter disillusion. Her husband has left her for Eve, rich and childless, and Hannah has been
surviving by becoming a cleaner in London. Jinni is equally angry and bitter, and in the course
of their journey the two women agree to murder each other's husbands. After all, they are
strangers on a train - who could possibly connect them? But when Hannah goes to Jinni's
husband's home the next night, she finds Stan, a huge, hairy, ugly drunk who has his own
problems - not least the care of a half-ruined house and garden. He claims Jinni is a very
different person to the one who has persuaded Hannah to commit a terrible crime. Who is
telling the truth - and who is the real victim? Praise for Amanda Craig 'Terrific, page-turning,
slyly funny' India Knight 'As satisfying a novel as I have read in years' Sarah Perry 'Amanda
Craig is one of the most brilliant and entertaining novelists now working in Britain' Alison Lurie
FINALIST FOR THE 2017 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION Named a Best Book of
2017 by NPR, Entertainment Weekly, the Los Angeles Times, BuzzFeed, Bustle, and Electric
Literature “There was a time I would have called Lisa Ko’s novel beautifully written, ambitious,
and moving, and all of that is true, but it’s more than that now: if you want to understand a
forgotten and essential part of the world we live in, The Leavers is required reading.” —Ann
Patchett, author of Commonwealth Lisa Ko’s powerful debut, The Leavers, is the winner of the
2016 PEN/Bellwether Prize for Fiction, awarded by Barbara Kingsolver for a novel that
addresses issues of social justice. One morning, Deming Guo’s mother, Polly, an
undocumented Chinese immigrant, goes to her job at a nail salon—and never comes home. No
one can find any trace of her. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left mystified
and bereft. Eventually adopted by a pair of well-meaning white professors, Deming is moved
from the Bronx to a small town upstate and renamed Daniel Wilkinson. But far from all he’s
ever known, Daniel struggles to reconcile his adoptive parents’ desire that he assimilate with
his memories of his mother and the community he left behind. Told from the perspective of
both Daniel—as he grows into a directionless young man—and Polly, Ko’s novel gives us one of
fiction’s most singular mothers. Loving and selfish, determined and frightened, Polly is forced
to make one heartwrenching choice after another. Set in New York and China, The Leavers is
a vivid examination of borders and belonging. It’s a moving story of how a boy comes into his
own when everything he loves is taken away, and how a mother learns to live with the
mistakes of the past.
Now a Major Motion Picture, Starring Simon Baker, Elizabeth Debicki, and Richard Roxburgh
Breath is a story of risk, of learning one's limits by challenging death. On the wild, lonely coast
of Western Australia, two thrill-seeking teenage boys fall under the spell of a veteran big-wave
surfer named Sando. Their mentor urges them into a regiment of danger and challenge, and
the boys test themselves and each other on storm swells and over shark-haunted reefs. The
boys give no thought to what they could lose, or to the demons that drive their mentor on into
ever-greater danger. Venturing beyond all caution--in sports, relationships, and sex--each
character approaches a point from which none of them will return undamaged.
'THE BOY MADE OF SNOW had me compulsively turning the pages to find out the fate of
Daniel and his mother. A haunting and thrilling read. I absolutely loved it' Kate Hamer, author
of THE GIRL IN THE RED COAT 'An evocative and stunning debut' Jane Harris, author of
GILLESPIE AND I 'Original and unsettling - and just a little bit heartbreaking' Rachel Rhys,
author of DANGEROUS CROSSING 'A beautiful and evocative debut' STYLIST 'Affecting'
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DAILY MAIL In a sleepy English village in 1944, Annabel and her son Daniel live in the shadow
of war. With her husband away, an increasingly isolated Annabel begins to lose her grip on
reality. When mother and son befriend Hans, a German PoW consigned to a nearby farm, their
lives are suddenly filled with thrilling secrets. To Annabel, Hans is an awakening from the
darkness that has engulfed her since Daniel's birth. To her son, a solitary boy caught up in the
magical world of fairy tales, he is perhaps a prince in disguise. But Hans has plans of his own
and will soon set them into motion with devastating consequences.
From Village Boy to Global Citizen (Volume 1): The Journey of a Journalist is the first of an
autobiographical trilogy that tells the story of a rustic lad born and raised in the southern tip of
the British colony of Ceylon (now independent Sri Lanka) but left his country at the age of 26
on a geographical “conquest” of the world that turned him metaphorically into a global citizen.
Starting his professional career as a journalist for the Daily News, Ceylon’s premier Englishlanguage daily, he became a journalism teacher at the age of 32, when he received a
doctorate in mass communication. However, he continued practicing journalism as a freelancer throughout his teaching career in Malaysia, Australia and the United States. Volume 1
unfolds the transition of the author’s life from a village kid to a global journalist and educator. It
dramatizes the obstacles he had to overcome, as well as the support he received from his
benefactors, in the transition.
Longlisted for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize “Fabulously written, this spellbinding
debut novel is a real page-turner. A powerful, brilliantly imagined story” (Library Journal,
starred review) about an ambitious young artist whose accidental photograph of a boy falling to
his death could jumpstart her career, but devastate her most intimate friendship. Lu Rile is a
relentlessly focused young photographer struggling to make ends meet. Working three jobs,
responsible for her aging father, and worrying that her crumbling loft apartment is being sold to
developers, she is at a point of desperation. One day, in the background of a self-portrait, Lu
accidentally captures an image of a boy falling to his death. The photograph turns out to be
startlingly gorgeous, the best work of art she’s ever made. It’s an image that could change her
life…if she lets it. But the decision to show the photograph is not easy. The boy is her
neighbors’ son, and the tragedy brings all the building’s residents together. It especially unites
Lu with the boy’s beautiful grieving mother, Kate. As the two forge an intense bond based on
sympathy, loneliness, and budding attraction, Lu feels increasingly unsettled and guilty, torn
between equally fierce desires: to advance her career, and to protect a woman she has come
to love. Set in early 90s Brooklyn on the brink of gentrification, Self-Portrait with Boy is a
“sparkling debut” (The New York Times Book Review) about the emotional dues that must be
paid on the road to success and a powerful exploration of the complex terrain of female
friendship. “The conflict is rich and thorny, raising questions about art and morality, love and
betrayal, sacrifice and opportunism, and the chance moments that can define a life…It wrestles
with the nature of art, but moves with the speed of a page-turner” (Los Angeles Times).
#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . .
monumental masterpiece” (Booklist) that changed the course of Ken Follett’s already
phenomenal career—and begins where its prequel, The Evening and the Morning, ended.
“Follett risks all and comes out a clear winner,” extolled Publishers Weekly on the release of
The Pillars of the Earth. A departure for the bestselling thriller writer, the historical epic stunned
readers and critics alike with its ambitious scope and gripping humanity. Today, it stands as a
testament to Follett’s unassailable command of the written word and to his universal appeal.
The Pillars of the Earth tells the story of Philip, prior of Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful
monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has known . . . of Tom, the mason
who becomes his architect—a man divided in his soul . . . of the beautiful, elusive Lady Aliena,
haunted by a secret shame . . . and of a struggle between good and evil that will turn church
against state and brother against brother. A spellbinding epic tale of ambition, anarchy, and
Page 3/10

Read PDF The Ambitious Village Boy
absolute power set against the sprawling medieval canvas of twelfth-century England, this is
Ken Follett’s historical masterpiece.
Now a Netflix film starring and directed by Chiwetel Ejiofor, this is a gripping memoir of survival
and perseverance about the heroic young inventor who brought electricity to his Malawian
village. When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family
lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William
began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he came up
with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of
scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped
his family pump the water they needed to farm the land. Retold for a younger audience, this
exciting memoir shows how, even in a desperate situation, one boy's brilliant idea can light up
the world. Complete with photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring readers up
to date on William's story, this is the perfect edition to read and share with the whole family.
The more Chike saw the ferry-boats the more he wanted to make the trip to Asaba. But where
would he get the money? He did not know. Still, he hoped. Eleven-year-old Chike longs to
cross the Niger River to the city of Asaba, but he doesn’t have the sixpence he needs to pay
for the ferry ride. With the help of his friend S.M.O.G., he embarks on a series of adventures to
help him get there. Along the way, he is exposed to a range of new experiences that are both
thrilling and terrifying, from eating his first skewer of suya under the shade of a mango tree, to
visiting the village magician who promises to double the money in his pocket. Once he finally
makes it across the river, Chike realizes that life on the other side is far different from his
expectations, and he must find the courage within him to make it home. Chike and the River is
a magical tale of boundaries, bravery, and growth, by Chinua Achebe, one of the world’s most
beloved and admired storytellers.
Matt is six years old when he discovers that he is different from other children and other
people. To most, Matt isn't considered a boy at all, but a beast, dirty and disgusting. But to El
Patron, lord of a country called Opium, Matt is the guarantee of eternal life. El Patron loves
Matt as he loves himself - for Matt is himself. They share the exact same DNA. As Matt
struggles to understand his existence and what that existence truly means, he is threatened by
a host of sinister and manipulating characters, from El Patron's power-hungry family to the
brain-deadened eejits and mindless slaves that toil Opium's poppy fields. Surrounded by a
dangerous army of bodyguards, escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But even
escape is no guarantee of freedom… because Matt is marked by his difference in ways that he
doesn't even suspect.
The Oxford Handbook of Human Development and Culture provides a comprehensive
synopsis of theory and research on human development, with every chapter drawing together
findings from cultures around the world. This includes a focus on cultural diversity within
nations, cultural change, and globalization. Expertly edited by Lene Arnett Jensen, the
Handbook covers the entire lifespan from the prenatal period to old age. It delves deeply into
topics such as the development of emotion, language, cognition, morality, creativity, and
religion, as well as developmental contexts such as family, friends, civic institutions, school,
media, and work. Written by an international group of eminent and cutting-edge experts,
chapters showcase the burgeoning interdisciplinary approach to scholarship that bridges
universal and cultural perspectives on human development. This "cultural-developmental
approach" is a multifaceted, flexible, and dynamic way to conceptualize theory and research
that is in step with the cultural and global realities of human development in the 21st century.
A “Most Anticipated” Book From: OPRAH MAG | MS. MAGAZINE | REAL SIMPLE | USA
TODAY | BUZZFEED | BUSTLE | BOOKPAGE | GOODREADS | LAMBDA LITERARY | BOOK
RIOT | POPSUGAR | WE ARE BOOKISH | TOR.COM | POLYGON | CULTURESS | GEEK
TYRANT | CULTURED VULTURES | THE NERD DAILY | Boston's NPR, WGBH | FANTASY
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CAFE, and more Mulan meets The Song of Achilles in Shelley Parker-Chan's She Who
Became the Sun, a bold, queer, and lyrical reimagining of the rise of the founding emperor of
the Ming Dynasty from an amazing new voice in literary fantasy. To possess the Mandate of
Heaven, the female monk Zhu will do anything “I refuse to be nothing...” In a famine-stricken
village on a dusty yellow plain, two children are given two fates. A boy, greatness. A girl,
nothingness... In 1345, China lies under harsh Mongol rule. For the starving peasants of the
Central Plains, greatness is something found only in stories. When the Zhu family’s eighthborn son, Zhu Chongba, is given a fate of greatness, everyone is mystified as to how it will
come to pass. The fate of nothingness received by the family’s clever and capable second
daughter, on the other hand, is only as expected. When a bandit attack orphans the two
children, though, it is Zhu Chongba who succumbs to despair and dies. Desperate to escape
her own fated death, the girl uses her brother's identity to enter a monastery as a young male
novice. There, propelled by her burning desire to survive, Zhu learns she is capable of doing
whatever it takes, no matter how callous, to stay hidden from her fate. After her sanctuary is
destroyed for supporting the rebellion against Mongol rule, Zhu takes the chance to claim
another future altogether: her brother's abandoned greatness. At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The Englishman’s Boy brilliantly links together Hollywood in the 1920s with one of the
bloodiest, most brutal events of the nineteenth-century Canadian West – the Cypress Hills
Massacre. Vanderhaeghe’s rendering of the stark, dramatic beauty of the western landscape
and of Hollywood in its most extravagant era – with its visionaries, celebrities, and dreamers –
provides vivid background for scenes of action, adventure, and intrigue. Richly textured,
evocative of time and place, this is an unforgettable novel about power, greed, and the pull of
dreams that has at its centre the haunting story of a young drifter – “the Englishman’s boy” –
whose fate, ultimately, is a tragic one.
Fate of the Fallen is the start of a brand new adventure from New York Times bestselling
author Kel Kade Not all stories have happy endings. Everyone loves Mathias. Naturally, when
he discovers it’s his destiny to save the world, he dives in head first, pulling his best friend
Aaslo along for the ride. However, saving the world isn’t as easy, or exciting, as it sounds in
the stories. The going gets rough and folks start to believe their best chance for survival is to
surrender to the forces of evil, which isn’t how the prophecy goes. At all. As the list of allies
grows thin, and the friends find themselves staring death in the face they must decide how to
become the heroes they were destined to be or, failing that, how to survive. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
A Time Best YA Book of All Time (2021) In this “searing work of historical fiction” (Booklist),
Coretta Scott King Award-winning author Sharon M. Draper tells the epic story of a young girl
torn from her African village, sold into slavery, and stripped of everything she has ever
known—except hope. Amari's life was once perfect. Engaged to the handsomest man in her
tribe, adored by her family, and fortunate enough to live in a beautiful village, it never occurred
to her that it could all be taken away in an instant. But that was what happened when her
village was invaded by slave traders. Her family was brutally murdered as she was dragged
away to a slave ship and sent to be sold in the Carolinas. There she was bought by a
plantation owner and given to his son as a "birthday present". Now, survival is all Amari can
dream about. As she struggles to hold on to her memories, she also begins to learn English
and make friends with a white indentured servant named Molly. When an opportunity to
escape presents itself, Amari and Molly seize it, fleeing South to the Spanish colony in Florida
at Fort Mose. Along the way, their strength is tested like never before as they struggle against
hunger, cold, wild animals, hurricanes, and people eager to turn them in for reward money.
The hope of a new life is all that keeps them going, but Florida feels so far away and
sometimes Amari wonders how far hopes and dreams can really take her.
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“An extraordinary novel” about growing up gay in the 1950s American Midwest (The New York
Times Book Review). Critically lauded upon its initial publication in 1982 for its pioneering
depiction of homosexuality, A Boy’s Own Story is a moving tale about coming-of-age in
midcentury America. With searing clarity and unabashed wit, Edmund White’s unnamed
protagonist yearns for what he knows to be shameful. He navigates an uneasy relationship
with his father, confounds first loves, and faces disdain from his peers at school. In the
embrace of another, he discovers the sincere and clumsy pleasures of adolescent sexuality.
But for boys in the 1950s, these desires were unthinkable. Looking back on his experiences,
the narrator notes, “I see now that what I wanted was to be loved by men and to love them
back but not to be a homosexual.” From a winner of the PEN/Saul Bellow Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Literature, this trailblazing autobiographical story of one boy’s youth is a
moving, tender, and heartbreaking portrait of what it means to grow up.

A stunning novel, spanning generations and continents, Ghana Must Go is a tale of
family drama and forgiveness, for fans of Zadie Smith and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.
Meet the Sais, a Nigerian-Ghanaian family living in the United States. A family
prospering until the day father and surgeon Kweku Sai is victim of a grave injustice.
Ashamed, he abandons his beautiful wife Fola and their little boys and girls, causing the
family to fracture and spiral out into the world - New York, London, West Africa, New
England - on uncertain, troubled journeys until, many years later, tragedy unites them.
Now this broken family has a chance to heal - but can the Sais take it? 'Ghana Must Go
is both a fast moving story of one family's fortunes and an ecstatic exploration of the
inner lives of its members. With her perfectly-pitched prose and flawless technique,
Selasi does more than merely renew our sense of the African novel: she renews our
sense of the novel, period. An astonishing debut' Teju Cole, author of Open City
A fearless young woman from a small African village starts a revolution against an
American oil company in this sweeping, inspiring novel from the New York Times
bestselling author of Behold the Dreamers. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY ESQUIRE • “Mbue reaches for the moon and, by the novel’s end, has
it firmly held in her hand.”—NPR We should have known the end was near. So begins
Imbolo Mbue’s powerful second novel, How Beautiful We Were. Set in the fictional
African village of Kosawa, it tells of a people living in fear amid environmental
degradation wrought by an American oil company. Pipeline spills have rendered
farmlands infertile. Children are dying from drinking toxic water. Promises of cleanup
and financial reparations to the villagers are made—and ignored. The country’s
government, led by a brazen dictator, exists to serve its own interests. Left with few
choices, the people of Kosawa decide to fight back. Their struggle will last for decades
and come at a steep price. Told from the perspective of a generation of children and the
family of a girl named Thula who grows up to become a revolutionary, How Beautiful
We Were is a masterful exploration of what happens when the reckless drive for profit,
coupled with the ghost of colonialism, comes up against one community’s
determination to hold on to its ancestral land and a young woman’s willingness to
sacrifice everything for the sake of her people’s freedom.
Editors Note: When I started to edit this manuscript I thought it was going to be just a
quaint story about a boy growing up in Nigeria. Was I wrong! This story takes you inside
the mind of the main character and all of the many struggles that he had. Struggles of
just living to eat another day. Struggles of trying to get an education that might matter.
And finally struggles that led him into Nigerian political and military world that landed
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him and others into the midst of terrorist hotbeds and attacks. This is not about the
past, this is about what is happening right here and right now! Many people in the world
are mildly aware of what is going on in this country. Most are oblivious completely.
Listen to Chebe's voice. Listen to his struggle. Let not Chebe's ambition and what he
longed to live for be in vain. What is most interesting about this story is that while it
brings you many times to tears, that as you observe the changes that Chebe goes and
grows through so the changes begin to occur inside of you. You may never look at your
life the same way again. Are you ready for the journey?!
'Things Fall Apart' tells the story of Okonkwo, an important man in the Igbo tribe in the
days when white men were first on the scene. Okonkwo becomes exiled from his tribe,
as a result of his pride and his fears, with tragic consequences.
A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters
are born into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry an
Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle.
The other will be captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle,
and sold into slavery. One of Oprah’s Best Books of the Year and a PEN/Hemingway
award winner, Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their
descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the plantations of
Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s
extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for those who were taken
and those who stayed—and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on
the soul of our nation.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Good Lord Bird, winner of the 2013
National Book Award for Fiction, and Deacon King Kong James McBride’s powerful
memoir, The Color of Water, was a groundbreaking literary phenomenon that
transcended racial and religious boundaries, garnering unprecedented acclaim and
topping bestseller lists for more than two years. Now McBride turns his extraordinary
gift for storytelling to fiction—in a universal tale of courage and redemption inspired by a
little-known historic event. In Miracle at St. Anna, toward the end of World War II, four
Buffalo Soldiers from the Army’s Negro 92nd Division find themselves separated from
their unit and behind enemy lines. Risking their lives for a country in which they are
treated with less respect than the enemy they are fighting, they discover humanity in
the small Tuscan village of St. Anna di Stazzema—in the peasants who shelter them, in
the unspoken affection of an orphaned child, in a newfound faith in fellow man. And
even in the face of unspeakable tragedy, they—and we—learn to see the small miracles
of life. This acclaimed novel is now a major motion picture directed by Spike Lee.
In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of being a teacher even after becoming an
indentured servant to pay off her family's debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family.

A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with autism
who sets out to solve the murder of a neighbor's dog and discovers unexpected
truths about himself and the world. Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Christopher John Francis Boone
knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up
to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human
emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This
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improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a
neighborhood dog makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and widely
heralded novels in recent years.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of All the Light We Cannot See, perhaps
the most bestselling and beloved literary fiction of our time, comes a triumph of
imagination and compassion, a soaring novel about children on the cusp of
adulthood in a broken world, who find resilience, hope, and story. The heroes of
Cloud Cuckoo Land are trying to figure out the world around them: Anna and
Omeir, on opposite sides of the formidable city walls during the 1453 siege of
Constantinople; teenage idealist Seymour in an attack on a public library in
present day Idaho; and Konstance, on an interstellar ship bound for an
exoplanet, decades from now. Like Marie-Laure and Werner in All the Light We
Cannot See, Anna, Omeir, Seymour, and Konstance are dreamers and outsiders
who find resourcefulness and hope in the midst of peril. An ancient text—the story
of Aethon, who longs to be turned into a bird so that he can fly to a utopian
paradise in the sky—provides solace and mystery to these unforgettable
characters. Doerr has created a tapestry of times and places that reflects our
vast interconnectedness—with other species, with each other, with those who
lived before us and those who will be here after we’re gone. Dedicated to “the
librarians then, now, and in the years to come,” Cloud Cuckoo Land is a
hauntingly beautiful and redemptive novel about stewardship—of the book, of the
Earth, of the human heart.
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone Clocks and Cloud Atlas |
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize Selected by Time as One of the Ten Best
Books of the Year | A New York Times Notable Book | Named One of the Best
Books of the Year by The Washington Post Book World, The Christian Science
Monitor, Rocky Mountain News, and Kirkus Reviews | A Los Angeles Times Book
Prize Finalist | Winner of the ALA Alex Award | Finalist for the Costa Novel Award
From award-winning writer David Mitchell comes a sinewy, meditative novel of
boyhood on the cusp of adulthood and the old on the cusp of the new. Black
Swan Green tracks a single year in what is, for thirteen-year-old Jason Taylor,
the sleepiest village in muddiest Worcestershire in a dying Cold War England,
1982. But the thirteen chapters, each a short story in its own right, create an
exquisitely observed world that is anything but sleepy. A world of Kissingeresque
realpolitik enacted in boys’ games on a frozen lake; of “nightcreeping” through
the summer backyards of strangers; of the tabloid-fueled thrills of the Falklands
War and its human toll; of the cruel, luscious Dawn Madden and her powerhungry boyfriend, Ross Wilcox; of a certain Madame Eva van Outryve de
Crommelynck, an elderly bohemian emigré who is both more and less than she
appears; of Jason’s search to replace his dead grandfather’s irreplaceable
smashed watch before the crime is discovered; of first cigarettes, first kisses, first
Duran Duran LPs, and first deaths; of Margaret Thatcher’s recession; of Gypsies
camping in the woods and the hysteria they inspire; and, even closer to home, of
Page 8/10

Read PDF The Ambitious Village Boy
a slow-motion divorce in four seasons. Pointed, funny, profound, left-field,
elegiac, and painted with the stuff of life, Black Swan Green is David Mitchell’s
subtlest and most effective achievement to date. Praise for Black Swan Green
“[David Mitchell has created] one of the most endearing, smart, and funny young
narrators ever to rise up from the pages of a novel. . . . The always fresh and
brilliant writing will carry readers back to their own childhoods. . . . This
enchanting novel makes us remember exactly what it was like.”—The Boston
Globe “[David Mitchell is a] prodigiously daring and imaginative young writer. . . .
As in the works of Thomas Pynchon and Herman Melville, one feels the roof of
the narrative lifted off and oneself in thrall.”—Time
The story Village Boy is about the social and familial upheavals and confl icts
caused by the introduction, in the early 20th century, by a group of Christian
missionaries, of Western cultural traditions among an erstwhile peaceful and
selfsuffi cient agricultural sedentary people. These cultural incursions led to the
annihilation of the peoples native traditions and cultures, including those of
Kachiya and Mbwarhatha(circumcision and grind room- the only place where on
a daily basis young men could meet and fl irt with young women in the evenings)
which were the sole socialization instruments of the tribe. The fulcrums of our
culture and traditions that have sustained us for all these years can now no
longer hold, commented the tribal elder, Tapchi, to a boyhood friend, Aji, fi ve
years after the coming of the missionaries; everything is different and in a sorry
chaos! This breakdowns led to the mass exodus of the youth to the distant
emerging cities of Kano, Jos, Kaduna ,and, yes, even Lagos. These new
immigrants, however, faced steep competition for jobs both from the citys
residents and from other migrants who had converged on the cities from all
corners of the countryside. Their meager education forced them into menial jobs,
such as house boys or store clerks; few were able to secure even low-level
government jobs. The social confl ict and upheaval was partially resolved, to
some minimally acceptable levels, by the regular annual visits of those who had
left the land, bringing with them gifts of tea, sugar, bread, and items of clothing
which were generously and lavishly shared with relatives and neighbours. Some
few who had made it, in the city even came with their own mettika (cars). But
things are not always as gloomy as is refl ected in the lives of Madu, Dalla, and,
to some extent, Hassana in the stories that follow. Some of the tribes migrant
sons and daughters to the cities (like Madu in the story) took to politics and
became active, relevant and prominent during the early years of self-rule and
eventual Independence. Education has been, and continues to be, the social
instrument of mobility for the children of the migrants and for those who remained
on the land, as for example, Dalla. They can now be found in all sectors of the
Nigerian society, as educators, business men, politicians and high cadre civil
servants.
Presenting themselves to the world as an effortlessly excellent family, successful
criminal lawyer Karen, her Parliament candidate husband and her intelligent
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athlete son, Max, find their world crumbling in the wake of a friend's betrayal and
the secret about Max's intersexual identity.
From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad
and The Nickel Boys: a hilarious and supremely original novel set in the
Hamptons in the 1980s, "a tenderhearted coming-of-age story fused with a sharp
look at the intersections of race and class” (The New York Times). Benji Cooper
is one of the few Black students at an elite prep school in Manhattan. But every
summer, Benji escapes to the Hamptons, to Sag Harbor, where a small
community of Black professionals have built a world of their own. The summer of
’85 won’t be without its usual trials and tribulations, of course. There will be
complicated new handshakes to fumble through and state-of-the-art profanity to
master. Benji will be tested by contests big and small, by his misshapen haircut
(which seems to have a will of its own), by the New Coke Tragedy, and by his
secret Lite FM addiction. But maybe, just maybe, this summer might be one for
the ages. Look for Colson Whitehead’s bestselling new novel, Harlem Shuffle!
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